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Official: Feds search home for link to gun in Texas shooting
day in a residential part of Lubbock but declined to elaborate.
Seven people were killed and
around two dozen were injured
in the shooting that spanned for
more than an hour from Midland
to Odessa, about 140 miles (225
kilometers) south of Lubbock.
Officers killed 36-year-old Seth
Aaron Ator on Saturday outside a
busy Odessa movie theater after a
spate of violence that spanned 10
miles (16 kilometers). He fired
indiscriminately from his car into
passing vehicles and shopping
plazas, and at one point hijacked
a U.S. Postal Service mail truck,
killing the driver.
Ator failed a federal firearms
background check in 2014 due to
a "mental health" issue but used
a private sale to obtain the weapon used in last weekend's attack,
a law enforcement official told AP
Tuesday.
Private gun sales in the United
States are not subject to federal
background checks and, accord-

JAKE BLEIBERG & PAUL J. WEBER
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DALLAS (AP) — Investigators
looking for how a Texas gunman
obtained an assault-style rifle used
in a Labor Day weekend rampage despite failing a background
check have searched the home of
a man they believe was involved
in the "transfer" of the weapon,
a federal law enforcement official
said Thursday.
The official familiar with the investigation spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity, citing a reluctance to publicly
discuss the details of the search.
The official said federal agents are
investigating whether the Lubbock man has been manufacturing firearms but that there have
been no arrests.
Spokespeople for the FBI and
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives confirmed
the agencies conducted "law enforcement operations" Wednes-

ing to some estimates, may account for 25 to 40 percent of all
gun sales. It is illegal for a person
to sell a gun to someone he or she
knows cannot legally purchase
one. But private sellers, unlike
licensed dealers, are not required
to find out if a would-be buyer
can possess a firearm or conduct a
background check.
While American's are allowed
to make their own firearms, they
cannot do so commercially. It is
illegal to make and sell guns as a
business without being a licensed
dealer or manufacturer.
The Odessa mass shooting
and another at a Walmart in El
Paso just weeks earlier bookended a violent August in Texas
that left 29 people dead and injured dozens more. Republican
Gov. Greg Abbott on Thursday
issued eight executive orders
that he said would help prevent
other mass shootings. None of
them put new restrictions on
access to firearms or ammuni-

tion, which are at the forefront
of calls by Democrats and
gun-control groups in the wake
of the two Texas shootings.
Topping Abbott's list of orders is
one that establishes a list of questions for law enforcement agencies
to ask when receiving calls about
people who might pose a threat.
The mother of the suspected El
Paso gunman called police weeks
before the Aug. 3 attack to express
concern about her son buying an
"AK" style rifle.
Ator was "recently reported to
law enforcement for confronting a neighbor while brandishing a semiautomatic rifle," the
orders state. It is unclear what
came of this report or to whom
it was made.
Abbott's office referred questions about the incident to the
Texas Department of Public
Safety. A department spokeswoman and Ector County Sheriff Mike Griffis did not immediately respond to a request for

NASA FROM PG. 1
event for students interested in engineering, history,
political science, communications, and computer sciences.
“Dr. Abbey’s talk will
focus on how the United
States achieved the first
moon landing in history, 50
years ago on July 16, 1969,”
the LBJ Museum said in a
press release.
During the Apollo 11 mission, astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin landed
their lunar module and walked
on the lunar surface, while Michael Collins remained in lunar orbit in the command and
service module.
All three landed safely on
Earth on July 24, 1969. Five
subsequent Apollo missions
also landed astronauts on
the Moon, the last in December 1972. In these six
spaceflights, 12 men walked
on the Moon.
George William Samuel
Abbey was born in Seattle,
Washington on Aug. 21,
1932. He earned his bachelor’s degree from the United States Naval Academy in
1954 and his master’s degree
in electrical engineering
from the United States Air

Force Institute of Technology in 1959.
As a pilot in the USAF,
Abbey flew more than 4,500
hours in different types of
aircraft. He also served in
the USAF Research and
Development Command
where he was an important
part of the early air force
manned space initiatives, including the Dyna-Soar Program. Abbey joined NASA
in 1964 as an Air Force captain and was assigned to the
Apollo program.
In December 1967, Abbey was named the technical assistant to the Johnson
Space Center Director and
resigned his Air Force commission. Abbey’s expertise
was crucial to the success of
the Apollo program, notably
Apollo 8 and Apollo 11.
In January 1976, Abbey
was named director of flight
operations. In this position,
Abbey was responsible for
the management of flight
crews and flight control activities for all human space
missions. His work was crucial to the development of
the space shuttle program.
In 1985, Abbey was appointed director of the flight

crew operations directorate.
In this post, Abbey was a
strong advocate of human
space flight and was responsible for all space shuttle
flight crews and JSC aircraft
operations, including putting Sally Ride, first woman in space, on the crew of
1983’s STS-7.
In March 1988, Abbey
was appointed deputy associate administrator for Space
Flight at NASA Headquarters in Washington, D.C. In
July 1990, he was picked as
deputy for operations and
senior NASA representative
to the Synthesis Group that
was charged with developing strategies for new moon
expeditions and a landing
on Mars.
In July 1991, he was appointed senior director for
civil space policy for the
National Space Council
(lodged in the Executive Office of the President). Abbey
was instrumental in U.S. astronauts being able to work
in Russia’s MIR orbital space
station. This enabled U.S.
astronauts to acquire experience in space station operations that they could not
have achieved in any other

way.
In 1992, Abbey was selected to be special assistant to
NASA Director Daniel S.
Goldin. In 1994, Abbey was
named deputy director of
the JSC and was made director in 1996, serving until 2001. As director, Abbey
was an integral part of the
NSAS-MIR program and
provided critical oversight
during the first phase of the
International Space Station.
Dr. Abbey has achieved
numerous awards, including
the Distinguished Alumnus
of U.S. Air Force Institute
of Technology; three NASA
awards: Exceptional Service
Medal, Outstanding Leadership Medal, and three Distinguished Service Medals;
the Rotary National Award
for Space Achievement; two
Presidential Rank Awards
for his contributions as a
member of the government’s
Senior Executive Service;
and the Presidential Medal
of Freedom in 1970.
• Submitted by LBJ Museum

Allen Parkway and Hopkins
Street were blocked for a
long period of time.

As of press time Thursday,
few details had emerged.
For more information on

the auto/train collision visit
sanmarcosrecord.com.

SMPD Blotter
Sept 4
• 7:04 a.m. - Directed/Area Enforcement, 333 S. Stagecoach Trl., warning.
• 7:42 a.m. - Accident - minor, W.
Wonder World Dr./Purgatory Creek,
blue form.
• 9:44 a.m. - Burglary of Vehicle,
4300 S. I-35, report.
• 11:58 a.m. - Investigation, 301 Foxtail Run, citation.
• 12:14 p.m. - Violation of City Ordinance, 215 W. MLK Dr., citation.
• 12:17 p.m. - Investigation, 121 E.
DeZavala Dr., report.
• 1:17 p.m. - Violation of City Ordinance, 215 W. MLK Dr., citation.
• 1:31 p.m. - Accident - unknown, S.
I-35 Exit 202, blue form.
• 2:38 p.m. - Warrant Arrest, 202

NING
MEA Y
DA

N
LEARN’S
ENTS TERA
STUDOF VE
4

OS

Pg.

Ma
San

Pg. 8

RE

H
105T

YEAR

RTS
REPO
SMPD

.2•
NO

SUBS

E:
CRIB

C

D
OR

m
VERT
d.co 2017 • AD
3,
ecor
cosr JANUARY
Y,
nmar

sa

TI C
BO
RO Y
IN
ER
SU RG

Pg

ily
s Da

rco

RC
MA FROM AY
SAN RNS NT PL
RETU NAME
TOUR

#1

O IS
D
RTAD
HU AMON
RY
T DI
RIC R JANUA
FO
.5

DIST

43
9261
5123

• TU

ESDA

GE
PLUN
RIVER

UE
IS ISS 7
E TH Classifiedsrd—— 4

INSID
8
ts —

Spor n — 5
2
My Tow ies —
tuar
Obi

Crosswo

$1.00
58 •
9224
UNTY
5123
ISE:
YS CO

for
Vote m to
syste itor
mon ing
flood ay
is tod

HA

LER
MIL TOR
EDI
ITA
AN GING
MANA
nt

d
r jaile
Drive aiming
after hicle
his ve ice car
at pol

of
tallme for a
ial ins dollars monilion flood ed to
An init
f mil
ect
a hal prehensive is exp by the
com system today issiontoring roved y Comm
be appCount
, the
Hays urt. y fundedinstallers Coen full include nitor
Wh will to mo -water
project
metryat 25 lowcounty
10
LER
ing tele
MIL TOR
levels oss the ges at
EDI
ITA
water gs acrrain gau niAN GING
crossin with s and mo five
MANA
ice ofalong se site s on thewell as
s pol sive acof tho system s, as eive the of
Marco eva late on
A San k all the
ent
ed dam
toring
to rec
when, icle he
too
ions developm
watersh
ficer he couldEve, a veharound
m and
stat
base and the progra
tion Year’s turned ards
data abase totware. sionNew chasing right tow
na dat e sof commis ge Bert
was headed
Wo
managt May, y Jud profesand iser. ed on the ension
Las Countized a ent
pen ive Ext ay.
his cru
It hap rld Dr . SaturdSgt.
ers and author agreemfirm of
s of
Cobbal servicessulting prepare re
Dozen of
der Wo 11 p.mSMPD yearDay. heart
sion the con ates to for mo as
around
ing tokson, 28- mo
Year’s h the
h
oci tion
Tex
wit
oug
New
AccordDerric Dane Roa 2017 d
Ass
t thr
k on
to theBoard
Halff nt applica
Jehu Thomas eel of “stoppe n
rt
lion
ell Par g righ
a gra $1 mil pment the cou
Sew e runnin
old at the whX that ersectio
er at
than Develo June, ent.
was aru WR the int ive and
s Riv r resourc
WaterDB). In agreem vide t
Marco clea EY
Sub ly” in World Drtook
stal
(TWroved theeed to pro percent,
CATH
the San cry
abrupt nder
then ion at a
into degree, NISE
app DB agr 24.72amoun
of Wo r Road, extens
DE
nges
the 72 O BY
TW 0,000, “or
Hunte n the speed. ted
he plu
project h the
sk as brating PHOT
of attemp icle
$50 total less, wit match t
off dow
rate
n ma n cele CORD
inet
and
veh
It
the
r is vide a
cor
cab
of
20,
itio
high e officerbut the n said.
eve
.
RE
uni
nd
percen
a new on Janwill spe si“Th ch up rrickso officer
to pro 75.28 costs, up
which
o his ual tradDAILY
t to
ds ontin an annpage 3.
rming
rn inSenate his pre et
and
county
to cat up,” Dewhen theand sibin
ivalen al project
za hol
is swo
Conﬁ
cash or a
the ks of
Ca
equ
in
Gar ed him tos on
in
mp
tot
spedt going lights involved
e
0
ns,
Tru icans and wee firm his rules
Jos
join re pho
ate
of the 522.50tributio t of up d
kep ted his chase h.
the
s
ubl
people See mo
h Sen
Rep first day g to con nged 2013,
to $1, d con amoun kgroun
activa and the 100 mpch Road
e wit islation
town.
the cy pushin crats chauster in icans to
in-kinproject 0,” bac
SS
rens, up to Ran Romo
promis jor leg
den Demothe filib Republ n though
ess
total 022,50 als say.reserved
NGRE
speedsaring Old n said car
to com ve ma
Congr
picks.curbed ier for But eve Trump’sd
have to mo er.
Ne rrickso spun the d
to $2, materi has
H CO
will crats t chamb 115th
and g it eas tions. block pledge h115T
agendae countyin project mate12, De rately acceleratecausing
Demo h tha what the 7:
“Th ,000 ds,” the
makin nomina able to ts have way, hig isy
“delibe and officer,” o the
ICK
throug
k at in 201
ocr
cra any
ON
move n’t be
$1,500ing fun
the drive ont
around
A loo up to
JAL SS
and the they wo es, Demo them is the hyp his
itch tinue. g system RE
PRE
ubl
be
to
use
y,
of
t
ma
l
and
es
toward
CLA
om
ine
er
e
orin
con
pas
wil
ers the Ho Tuesda
IATED ) — Repstands
RY
nom t manyat they saymessag nomine
rials monit ally enc miles
MA ASSOC
the latt er.
drove ice car
er
memb ers of in on
(AP
The eventu stream .
ulist oring
to figh
g wh
ON of pow Con- to
shoulde vehicleg the pol on a
New memb sworn ngress. ts and
nty
-fav
lightin mp’s pop
“Th strikin ng way kson
INGTall levers P-led to try ent
wouldsome 700
New will be new Co mocrarn in
3
porate
the cou
e law
GO ftly sid
De
of Tru
on
, cor ts.
WASH
pass hout TY PAGE
the
nearly the wrod,” Derric
five l be swo returnlth carealing
to the ve swi Pre
Senateday of the
grip
k at
in
wealthyeral pos
ate,
throug COUN
going-way roa d bac nter
cans’ mandate will mo outgoing
y,
a’s heain rep
first the Sen icans wil ed by lection rn
SEE
for sev
Obam to beg Tuesdasidone . It stoppewith Hus, three
as a which years of nda.
In
swo
ubl
-elect
e, join n re-e
ealing plans e law on h con
said ction senger fegress,o eight a’s age Presidentfrom as-n to two Repfirst timwho wo mbers are s, 46 o
Rep Senate
car
, wit
wh
ican
intersefour pas “young then
und
Obam
ican ks away kers pla y
for the
mbers those meRepubl ndents
The a’s healthy first day PAGE 2
ubl
ack
mo
as
sda
me
ma
wee
lot
er
and
Bar th Rep mp
ed
S
Tue
. Ro
g
law
ing 6. Aft l be 52 indepe
Obam ess’ ver NGRES
Wi d Tru GOP ess on repeal t,
describ” exited parkin where
201 re wil and two mocrats. mem-moto
ngr
acy t
Congr SEE CO
males, into the
Donaling office, th Co e steps ond tha ng
in, the crats the De e 52 new25 De s in
pharm
hou
ve
Bey
S
tak
ersi
115
.
mo
h
wit
hav
dro CV
sum n the
s
rev
De
s and ublican
law
wit will
ately
at the arrested
ope immedi lth care overhaul,regulation
Rep ts.
caucus HouseRepublican
still
241
he was nt.
and a’s heaat a tax mental ies. les.
The 27
l be Democra
o wasnday
orit
am
ide
—
wil
tac
k
wh
s
on
pri
,
inc mo
Ob
loo environ e
d
194
ber There
e obs osi
Ro bars Mo ng hel 0 on
they’ll a-era servativ
e som ncy Pel t
crats.House and
bei
behindng, is g $72,00 raObamother cons will facder Na to figh
the
morni
and ublican ity Lea nd ready care
totalin ing aggdeadly
s
Rep Minor ts “sta t health ublican
bonds s includwith a lic
charge assaultinst a pub felony,
HouseDemocrato protec and Rep
vatedpon aga t degree nts of
says usly” orities,
wea ant, a firsthree cou four
vigoroother pri
serv with g a child, t, one
and
alongangerin restrain
E 3
end awful
E PAG
LIC
of unl

g
antlin
Dism

SEE

PO

LCH
G MU
MAKIN

y
toda
egins
da b
agen
ma’s
a
b
O

Texas lawman indicted after
4-year-old stepson shoots self
HOUSTON (AP) —
Prosecutors say a grand jury
has indicted a Texas sheriff's
sergeant after his young stepson shot and injured himself
last year with a weapon the
deputy had left in an unlocked gun safe.
Authorities
announced
Thursday that Harris County Sheriff's Office Sgt. Tommy Anderson faces a charge
of making a firearm accessi-

ble to a child.
Harris County District Attorney Kim Ogg says Anderson was on a walk with his
daughter in July 2018 when
his then 4-year-old stepson
found his handgun at their
home in Hockley, located
northwest of Houston, and
accidentally shot himself in
the head.
SEE LAWMAN PAGE 3

4 DAY WEATHER FORECAST
FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

High – 100º
Low – 74º
Rain – 0%

High – 99º
Low – 72º
Rain – 0%

High – 99º
Low – 73º
Rain – 0%

High – 96º
Low – 73º
Rain – 30%

weather.gov

Published every Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at
1910 I 35 South, San Marcos, Texas 78666. Combined with the Hays
County Citizen on July 6, 1978. Entered as second class matter June
21, 1973 at the Post Office in San Marcos. Member Texas Daily Press
Association and The Associated Press.

COLLISION FROM PG. 1
SMPD said there were no
critical injuries. Multiple intersections, including CM

comment Thursday.
Rocio Gutierrez, whose home
is near Ator's sheet-metal shack
west of Odessa in Ector County, said her family often heard
him shooting in the night. Ator
had menaced another neighbor
over how that woman was disposing of trash, Gutierrez told
the AP Monday.
Abbott on Wednesday rejected calls from Democrats who
want him to haul lawmakers
back to the Texas Capitol and
begin taking votes on new gun
control measures. The Texas
Legislature doesn't meet again
until 2021, meaning any new
laws in response to the Odessa and El Paso shootings are at
least two years away unless the
governor calls an emergency
legislative session.
Abbott, an avid gun-rights supporter, has shown no appetite for
a special session but says he will
release legislative proposals in the
coming days.

Porter St., Solis, David Louis, 50, arrested.
• 3:25 p.m. - Accident - minor, Hwy
21/N. Old Bastrop Hwy, referral.
• 4:05 p.m. - Mental Health Invest,
2601 Rattler Rd., report.
• 4:09 p.m. - Theft, 501 E. Hopkins
St., referral.
• 4:15 p.m. - Burglary of Habitation,
105 Casita Cv., report.
4:26 p.m. - Investigation, 500 blk
Cheatham St., citation.
5:12 p.m. - Warrant Arrest, 1600 N.
I-35, Schmidt, Vanessa Renee, 42, arrested.
6:53 p.m. - Harassment, 2300 S. I-35,
referral.
8:35 p.m. - Accident - minor, Broadway St./Staples Rd., blue form.
8:50 p.m. - Theft, 641 E. Hopkins St.,
Detention Juvenile.

9:03 p.m. - Suspicious Vehicle, 700 blk
Yarrington Rd., report.
9:35 p.m. - Warrant Arrest, 2103 River
Rd., Gonzales, Jon-Eric, 28, arrested.
9:39 p.m. - Noise Disturbance, 650
River Rd., warning.
9:56 p.m. - Accident - minor, N. Bishop
St./Craddock Ave., report.
Sept. 5
12:56 a.m. - Attempt to Locate, N. I-35
Exit 198, warning.
1:04 a.m. - Harassment, 115 North
Fork Rd., report.
1:40 a.m. - Verbal Disturbance, 1301
Wonder World Dr., warning.
6:06 a.m. - Accident - major/injury,
1301 Wonder World Dr., report.
6:48 a.m. - Burglary of Vehicle, 1811
Medical Pkwy., report.
• compiled by Jordan Burnham
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