
THE DAILY RECORD • San Marcos, TX. • Friday, September 6, 2019 •  Page 2

 Published every Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Th ursday and Friday at 
1910 I 35 South, San Marcos, Texas 78666. Combined with the Hays 
County Citizen on July 6, 1978. Entered as second class matter June 
21, 1973 at the Post Offi  ce in San Marcos. Member Texas Daily Press 

Association and Th e Associated Press.

LANCE WINTER - Publisher
lwinter@sanmarcosrecord.com

512-392-2458 ext. 101

NICK CASTILLO - Managing Editor
ncastillo@sanmarcosrecord.com

512-392-2458 ext. 103

RIGO VARGAS - Pressman
jcarrizales@sanmarcosrecord.com

512-392-2458 ext. 114

KAREN GEORGE  - Circulation Director
kgeorge@sanmarcosrecord.com

512-392-2458 ext. 115

MARCY HOLT - Ad Director
mholt@sanmarcosrecord.com

512-392-2458 ext. 109

TOY MENDEZ - Production Manager
tmendez@sanmarcosrecord.com

512-392-2458 ext. 107

COLTON ASHABRANNER - Lead Designer
cashabranner@sanmarcosrecord.com

512-392-2458 ext. 105

DREW KING - Sports Editor
dking@sanmarcosrecord.com

512-392-2458 ext. 108

RACHEL WILLIS - Features Editor & Digital Director
rwillis@sanmarcosrecord.com

512-392-2458 ext. 104

JORDAN BURNHAM - Staff Reporter
jburnham@sanmarcosrecord.com

512-392-2458 ext. 113

We Deliver
Our delivery deadlines are 8 a.m. on weekdays and Sundays. If you don’t get your 
Record on time, please call 512-392-6143 by 11 a.m. and we will bring one to you. 

Missed papers reported after 11 a.m. will be delivered with the next issue.

Copyright 2019. All rights reserved. All Property of San Marcos Daily Record no 
part hereof may be reproduced without prior written consent.

POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to San Marcos Daily Record, PO 
Box 1109, San Marcos TX 78667-1109. ISSN 1079-0357

SMPD Blotter
Sept 4

• 7:04 a.m. - Directed/Area Enforce-
ment, 333 S. Stagecoach Trl., warning. 
• 7:42 a.m. - Accident - minor, W. 
Wonder World Dr./Purgatory Creek, 
blue form. 
• 9:44 a.m. - Burglary of Vehicle, 
4300 S. I-35, report. 
• 11:58 a.m. - Investigation, 301 Fox-
tail Run, citation. 
• 12:14 p.m. - Violation of City Ordi-
nance, 215 W. MLK Dr., citation. 
• 12:17 p.m. - Investigation, 121 E. 
DeZavala Dr., report. 
• 1:17 p.m. - Violation of City Ordi-
nance, 215 W. MLK Dr., citation. 
• 1:31 p.m. - Accident - unknown, S. 
I-35 Exit 202, blue form. 
• 2:38 p.m. - Warrant Arrest, 202 

Porter St., Solis, David Louis, 50, arrest-
ed. 
• 3:25 p.m. - Accident - minor, Hwy 
21/N. Old Bastrop Hwy, referral. 
• 4:05 p.m. - Mental Health Invest, 
2601 Rattler Rd., report. 
• 4:09 p.m. - Theft, 501 E. Hopkins 
St., referral. 
• 4:15 p.m. - Burglary of Habitation, 
105 Casita Cv., report. 
4:26 p.m. - Investigation, 500 blk 
Cheatham St., citation. 
5:12 p.m. - Warrant Arrest, 1600 N. 
I-35, Schmidt, Vanessa Renee, 42, ar-
rested. 
6:53 p.m. - Harassment, 2300 S. I-35, 
referral. 
8:35 p.m. - Accident - minor, Broad-
way St./Staples Rd., blue form. 
8:50 p.m. - Theft, 641 E. Hopkins St., 
Detention Juvenile. 

9:03 p.m. - Suspicious Vehicle, 700 blk 
Yarrington Rd., report. 
9:35 p.m. - Warrant Arrest, 2103 River 
Rd., Gonzales, Jon-Eric, 28, arrested. 
9:39 p.m. - Noise Disturbance, 650 
River Rd., warning. 
9:56 p.m. - Accident - minor, N. Bishop 
St./Craddock Ave., report. 
Sept. 5
12:56 a.m. - Attempt to Locate, N. I-35 
Exit 198, warning. 
1:04 a.m. - Harassment, 115 North 
Fork Rd., report. 
1:40 a.m. - Verbal Disturbance, 1301 
Wonder World Dr., warning. 
6:06 a.m. - Accident - major/injury, 
1301 Wonder World Dr., report. 
6:48 a.m. - Burglary of Vehicle, 1811 
Medical Pkwy., report. 
 
• compiled by Jordan Burnham

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Sports —
 8

My Town — 5 

Obituaries —
 2

Classifi
eds — 7

Crossword — 4 

105TH YEAR NO. 2 • SUBSCRIBE: 5123926143 • TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2017 • ADVERTISE: 5123922458 • $1.00

#1 IN  ROBOTIC 

SURGERY

San Marcos 
Daily

RECORD
sanmarcosrecord.com

sanmarcosrecord.com

sanmarcosrecord.com

RIVER PLUNGE

 SAN MARCOS 

RETURNS FROM 

TOURNAMENT PLAY

HURTADO IS 

DISTRICT DIAMOND 

FOR JANUARY 

Pg. 8

Pg. 5

STUDENTS LEARN MEANING 

OF VETERAN’S DAY

Pg. 4

MAKING MULCH

Jose Garza holds onto his unicorn mask as he plunges into the San Marcos River at Sewell Park on New Year’s D
ay. Dozens of 

people joined him in an annual tradition celebrating the 72 degree, crystal clear resource running right through the heart of 

town. See more photos on page 3. DAILY RECORD PHOTO BY DENISE CATHEY

A San Marcos police of-

ficer took all the evasive ac-

tion he could when, late on 

New Year’s Eve, a vehicle he 

was chasing turned around 

and headed right towards 

his cruiser.

It happened on the Won-

der World Drive Extension 

around 11 p.m. Saturday. 

According to SMPD Sgt. 

Jehu Derrickson, 28-year-

old �omas Dane Romo 

was at the wheel of a 2017 

Subaru WRX that “sto
pped 

abruptly” in the intersec
tion 

of Wonder World Drive and 

Hunter Road, then took 

off down the extension at a 

high rate of speed.

“�e officer attempted 

to catch up but the vehicle 

sped up,” Derrickson said. It 

kept going when the officer 

activated his lights and si-

rens, and the chase involved 

speeds up to 100 mph.

Nearing Old Ranch Road 

12, Derrickson said Romo 

“deliberately spun the car 

around and accelerated 

toward the officer,” causing 

the latter to
 drive onto the 

shoulder. 

“�e vehicle drove past 

nearly striking the police car 

going the wrong way on a 

one-way road,” Derrickson 

said. It st
opped back at the 

intersec
tion with Hunter 

and four passengers, th
ree 

described as “young fe-

males,” exited. Romo then 

drove into the parking lot 

at the CVS pharmacy where 

he was arreste
d without 

incident.

Romo, who was still
 

behind bars Monday 

morning, is being held on 

bonds totaling $72,000 on 

charges including aggra-

vated assault with a deadly 

weapon against a public 

servant, a first degree fe
lony, 

along with three counts of 

endangering a child, four 

of unlawful restr
aint, one 

SMPD REPORTS

Driver j
ailed 

after a
iming

his veh
icle

at police ca
r

ANITA MILLER

MANAGING EDITOR

SEE POLICE PAGE 3

An initial installment of 

a half million dollars for a 

comprehensive flood moni-

toring system is expected to 

be approved today by the 

Hays County Commission-

ers C
ourt.

When fully funded, the 

project will include install-

ing telem
etry to monitor 

water lev
els at 25 low-water 

crossings across the county 

along with rain gauges at 10 

of those site
s and moni-

toring systems on the five 

watershed dams, as well as 

base sta
tions to receive the 

data and the development of 

a database to program and 

manage software.

Last May, commission-

ers and County Judge Bert 

Cobb authorized a profes-

sional serv
ices agreement 

with the consulting firm of 

Halff Associates to
 prepare 

a grant application for more 

than $1 million to the Texas 

Water D
evelopment Board 

(TWDB). In June, the court 

approved the agreement. 

TWDB agreed to provide 

$500,000, “or 24.72 percent 

of the total project amount, 

whichever is l
ess, w

ith the 

county to provide a match 

equivalent to 75.28 percent 

of the total project costs, u
p 

to $1,522.500 in cash and 

in-kind contributions, or a 

total project amount of up 

to $2,022,500,” background 

agenda materials say.

“�e county has rese
rved 

$1,500,000 in project 

matching funds,” the mate-

rials continue.

�e monitoring system 

would eventually encom-

pass some 700 strea
m miles 

throughout the county. 

HAYS COUNTY

Vote for

system to

monitor

flooding

is today
ANITA MILLER

MANAGING EDITOR

SEE COUNTY PAGE 3

115TH CONGRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republi-

cans’ grip on all levers of power sta
nds 

as a mandate to the GOP-led Con-

gress, w
hich will move swiftly to try to 

undo eight years of outgoing President 

Barack Obama’s agenda.

With Republican President-elec
t 

Donald Trump weeks away from as-

suming office, GOP lawmakers plan to 

open the 115th Congress o
n Tuesday 

and immediately take step
s to repeal 

Obama’s health care law. Beyond that, 

they’ll look at a tax overhaul, reversing 

Obama-era environmental regulations 

and other conservative priorities.

Republicans will face some obstacles. 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi 

says Democrats “sta
nd ready to fight 

vigorously” to protect health care 

and other priorities,
 and Republicans 

will have to compromise with Senate 

Democrats to move major legislation 

through that chamber.

A look at what the 115th Congress 

will be up to in 2017:

New members

New members of the House and 

Senate will be sworn in on Tuesday, the 

first day of the new Congress.

In the Senate, five Democrats and 

two Republicans will be sworn in 

for the first tim
e, joined by return-

ing members w
ho won re-ele

ction in 

2016. After th
ose members are sworn 

in, there w
ill be 52 Republicans, 46 

Democrats and two independents who 

caucus with the Democrats.

�e House will have 52 new mem-

bers —
 27 Republicans and 25 Demo-

crats. �
ere w

ill be 241 Republicans in 

the House and 194 Democrats.

Confirming a new cabinet

Trump is sw
orn in on Jan. 20, and 

Republicans in the Senate will spend 

the first days and weeks of his presi-

dency pushing to confirm his Cabinet 

picks. Democrats changed the rules 

and curbed the filibuster in
 2013, 

making it easier fo
r Republicans to 

move nominations. But even though 

they won’t be able to block Trump’s 

nominees, D
emocrats have pledged 

to fight many of them anyway, high-

lighting what they say is the hypocrisy 

of Trump’s populist m
essage and his 

wealthy, corporate-favoring nominees 

for several posts.

Repealing Obama’s health care law

�e Senate plans to begin repealing 

Obama’s health care law on Tuesday, 

Congress’ v
ery first day, with consid-

Dismantling Obama’s agenda begins today

MARY CLARE JALONICK

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEE CONGRESS PAGE 2

Parks and Recreation employee Bobby Guerrero (above) uses a chainsaw to trim
 down a large Christm

as tree before feeding 

it through the wood chipper outside the Parks and Recreation Main Office. The tree drop-off is open through Jan. 13 and the 

mulch is available for people to pick up at no cost. D
AILY RECORD PHOTOS BY DENISE CATHEY
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4 DAY WEATHER FORECAST

weather.gov

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY

High – 100º
Low – 74º
Rain – 0%

High – 99º
Low – 72º
Rain – 0%

High – 99º
Low – 73º
Rain – 0%

High – 96º
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event for students interest-
ed in engineering, history, 
political science, communi-
cations, and computer sci-
ences. 

“Dr. Abbey’s talk will 
focus on how the United 
States achieved the first 
moon landing in history, 50 
years ago on July 16, 1969,” 
the LBJ Museum said in a 
press release.

During the Apollo 11 mis-
sion, astronauts Neil Arm-
strong and Buzz Aldrin landed 
their lunar module and walked 
on the lunar surface, while Mi-
chael Collins remained in lu-
nar orbit in the command and 
service module.

All three landed safely on 
Earth on July 24, 1969. Five 
subsequent Apollo missions 
also landed astronauts on 
the Moon, the last in De-
cember 1972. In these six 
spaceflights, 12 men walked 
on the Moon.  

George William Samuel 
Abbey was born in Seattle, 
Washington on Aug. 21, 
1932. He earned his bach-
elor’s degree from the Unit-
ed States Naval Academy in 
1954 and his master’s degree 
in electrical engineering 
from the United States Air 

Force Institute of Technolo-
gy in 1959.

As a pilot in the USAF, 
Abbey flew more than 4,500 
hours in different types of 
aircraft. He also served in 
the USAF Research and 
Development Command 
where he was an important 
part of the early air force 
manned space initiatives, in-
cluding the Dyna-Soar Pro-
gram. Abbey joined NASA 
in 1964 as an Air Force cap-
tain and was assigned to the 
Apollo program.

In December 1967, Ab-
bey was named the techni-
cal assistant to the Johnson 
Space Center Director and 
resigned his Air Force com-
mission. Abbey’s expertise 
was crucial to the success of 
the Apollo program, notably 
Apollo 8 and Apollo 11.

In January 1976, Abbey 
was named director of flight 
operations. In this position, 
Abbey was responsible for 
the management of flight 
crews and flight control ac-
tivities for all human space 
missions. His work was cru-
cial to the development of 
the space shuttle program.

In 1985, Abbey was ap-
pointed director of the flight 

crew operations directorate. 
In this post, Abbey was a 
strong advocate of human 
space flight and was respon-
sible for all space shuttle 
flight crews and JSC aircraft 
operations, including put-
ting Sally Ride, first wom-
an in space, on the crew of 
1983’s STS-7.

In March 1988, Abbey 
was appointed deputy asso-
ciate administrator for Space 
Flight at NASA Headquar-
ters in Washington, D.C. In 
July 1990, he was picked as 
deputy for operations and 
senior NASA representative 
to the Synthesis Group that 
was charged with develop-
ing strategies for new moon 
expeditions and a landing 
on Mars.

In July 1991, he was ap-
pointed senior director for 
civil space policy for the 
National Space Council 
(lodged in the Executive Of-
fice of the President). Abbey 
was instrumental in U.S. as-
tronauts being able to work 
in Russia’s MIR orbital space 
station. This enabled U.S. 
astronauts to acquire expe-
rience in space station op-
erations that they could not 
have achieved in any other 

way.
In 1992, Abbey was select-

ed to be special assistant to 
NASA Director Daniel S. 
Goldin. In 1994, Abbey was 
named deputy director of 
the JSC and was made di-
rector in 1996, serving un-
til 2001. As director, Abbey 
was an integral part of the 
NSAS-MIR program and 
provided critical oversight 
during the first phase of the 
International Space Station.

Dr. Abbey has achieved 
numerous awards, including 
the Distinguished Alumnus 
of U.S. Air Force Institute 
of Technology; three NASA 
awards: Exceptional Service 
Medal, Outstanding Lead-
ership Medal, and three Dis-
tinguished Service Medals; 
the Rotary National Award 
for Space Achievement; two 
Presidential Rank Awards 
for his contributions as a 
member of the government’s 
Senior Executive Service; 
and the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom in 1970.

• Submitted by LBJ Museum

NASA FROM PG. 1

DALLAS (AP) — Investigators 
looking for how a Texas gunman 
obtained an assault-style rifle used 
in a Labor Day weekend ram-
page despite failing a background 
check have searched the home of 
a man they believe was involved 
in the "transfer" of the weapon, 
a federal law enforcement official 
said Thursday.

The official familiar with the in-
vestigation spoke to The Associat-
ed Press on condition of anonym-
ity, citing a reluctance to publicly 
discuss the details of the search. 
The official said federal agents are 
investigating whether the Lub-
bock man has been manufactur-
ing firearms but that there have 
been no arrests.

Spokespeople for the FBI and 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives confirmed 
the agencies conducted "law en-
forcement operations" Wednes-

day in a residential part of Lub-
bock but declined to elaborate.

Seven people were killed and 
around two dozen were injured 
in the shooting that spanned for 
more than an hour from Midland 
to Odessa, about 140 miles (225 
kilometers) south of Lubbock.

Officers killed 36-year-old Seth 
Aaron Ator on Saturday outside a 
busy Odessa movie theater after a 
spate of violence that spanned 10 
miles (16 kilometers). He fired 
indiscriminately from his car into 
passing vehicles and shopping 
plazas, and at one point hijacked 
a U.S. Postal Service mail truck, 
killing the driver.

Ator failed a federal firearms 
background check in 2014 due to 
a "mental health" issue but used 
a private sale to obtain the weap-
on used in last weekend's attack, 
a law enforcement official told AP 
Tuesday.

Private gun sales in the United 
States are not subject to federal 
background checks and, accord-

ing to some estimates, may ac-
count for 25 to 40 percent of all 
gun sales. It is illegal for a person 
to sell a gun to someone he or she 
knows cannot legally purchase 
one. But private sellers, unlike 
licensed dealers, are not required 
to find out if a would-be buyer 
can possess a firearm or conduct a 
background check.

While American's are allowed 
to make their own firearms, they 
cannot do so commercially. It is 
illegal to make and sell guns as a 
business without being a licensed 
dealer or manufacturer.

The Odessa mass shooting 
and another at a Walmart in El 
Paso just weeks earlier book-
ended a violent August in Texas 
that left 29 people dead and in-
jured dozens more. Republican 
Gov. Greg Abbott on Thursday 
issued eight executive orders 
that he said would help prevent 
other mass shootings. None of 
them put new restrictions on 
access to firearms or ammuni-

tion, which are at the forefront 
of calls by Democrats and 
gun-control groups in the wake 
of the two Texas shootings.

Topping Abbott's list of orders is 
one that establishes a list of ques-
tions for law enforcement agencies 
to ask when receiving calls about 
people who might pose a threat. 
The mother of the suspected El 
Paso gunman called police weeks 
before the Aug. 3 attack to express 
concern about her son buying an 
"AK" style rifle.

Ator was "recently reported to 
law enforcement for confront-
ing a neighbor while brandish-
ing a semiautomatic rifle," the 
orders state. It is unclear what 
came of this report or to whom 
it was made.

Abbott's office referred ques-
tions about the incident to the 
Texas Department of Public 
Safety. A department spokes-
woman and Ector County Sher-
iff Mike Griffis did not imme-
diately respond to a request for 

comment Thursday.
Rocio Gutierrez, whose home 

is near Ator's sheet-metal shack 
west of Odessa in Ector Coun-
ty, said her family often heard 
him shooting in the night. Ator 
had menaced another neighbor 
over how that woman was dis-
posing of trash, Gutierrez told 
the AP Monday.

Abbott on Wednesday reject-
ed calls from Democrats who 
want him to haul lawmakers 
back to the Texas Capitol and 
begin taking votes on new gun 
control measures. The Texas 
Legislature doesn't meet again 
until 2021, meaning any new 
laws in response to the Odes-
sa and El Paso shootings are at 
least two years away unless the 
governor calls an emergency 
legislative session.

Abbott, an avid gun-rights sup-
porter, has shown no appetite for 
a special session but says he will 
release legislative proposals in the 
coming days.

Official: Feds search home for link to gun in Texas shooting
JAKE BLEIBERG & PAUL J. WEBER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Texas lawman indicted after 
4-year-old stepson shoots self

HOUSTON (AP) — 
Prosecutors say a grand jury 
has indicted a Texas sheriff's 
sergeant after his young step-
son shot and injured himself 
last year with a weapon the 
deputy had left in an un-
locked gun safe.

Authorities announced 
Thursday that Harris Coun-
ty Sheriff's Office Sgt. Tom-
my Anderson faces a charge 
of making a firearm accessi-

ble to a child.
Harris County District At-

torney Kim Ogg says Ander-
son was on a walk with his 
daughter in July 2018 when 
his then 4-year-old stepson 
found his handgun at their 
home in Hockley, located 
northwest of Houston, and 
accidentally shot himself in 
the head.

SEE LAWMAN PAGE 3

SMPD said there were no 
critical injuries. Multiple in-
tersections, including CM 

Allen Parkway and Hopkins 
Street were blocked for a 
long period of time. 

As of press time Thursday, 
few details had emerged. 
For more information on 

the auto/train collision visit 
sanmarcosrecord.com. 

COLLISION FROM PG. 1
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